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AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
Lyndhurst High School 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2017 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Michael Clifford 
Michael_Clifford@lyndhurst.k12.nj.us 

 
Welcome to AP US Government & Politics! I am looking forward to an interesting 
school year starting in September as we face the challenge of preparing for the AP US 
Government & Politics exam. TASK 1 will help you create an Edmodo student account 
which the class will use throughout the school year.  TASK’S 2 & 3 are designed to 
focus your attention on current events that are related to our course. Examples are a 
powerful tool on the AP Exam and this assignment will work toward developing a 
database of examples you can use on the exam. 
TASK 4 will enable you to know key terms, concepts, and content which are vital to your 
success in this class.   
TASK 5  will ensure that your parent(s)/guardian understand that Advanced Placement 
courses are college level courses that include an extensive amount of reading, writing, 
and discussion. 
 
TASK:  

1. Edmodo Account: Create Edmodo student account using your Lyndhurst 
email address.  Keep your username and password simple. (Directions and 
group code located below) 

 
2. Article Search:  Use the links to search and find 6 articles using the 

Assignment Topic Areas sheet below.   
 
 

3. Current Events: Log Sheet & Analysis Chart  
    (Log Sheet and Analysis Chart document located below) 

o Each Current Event Analysis should be focused on the 6 Topic 
Areas of the AP US 

 
4. Monster Vocabulary List, Ratified Amendments, Supreme  

    Court Cases, and Important Legislation terms.  Students must study and 
memorize list of terms, amendments, cases, and legislation.  STUDENTS MUST 
CREATE FLASH CARDS OF ALL TERMS) 
- FLASH CARDS MUST BE COMPLETED ON INDEX CARDS!!!  DO NOT 
USE FLASHCARD APPS!!!!! 
 

5. AP Summer Assignment Completion Receipt 
o Student & parent/guardian must sign sheet and return first day of 

school. 
 



	   2	  

EDMODO CLASSROOM 
Edmodo classroom will be available over the summer to provide a place for 
students to share their progress with their instructor.  
Students MUST create a EDMODO account and sign in to the  
AP US GOVERNMENT & POLITICS class page. 
-Both parts of the assignment: the Event Log and the Current Event Analysis 
can be completed and turned in through Edmodo.  Also, students enrolled in 
the AP Government classes will have a place to post links to articles they 
have used as a reference for their peers. 

	  
Edmodo	  Classroom	  Login	  Information	  

	  
-‐	  Click	  on	  the	  link.	  
https://www.edmodo.com/	  
	  
-‐	  Create	  a	  student	  account	  if	  you	  do	  not	  already	  have	  one.	  
	  
-‐	  Enter	  the	  class	  code:	  t4da9u	  
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Assignment Topic Areas 
The following six topic areas are the core areas of our course of 
study. 
Look for 6 articles that addresses one (or more) of the 
following topics: 
• Constitutional Underpinnings 

-‐ Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution 
-‐ Separation of powers 
-‐ Federalism 
-‐ Theories of democratic government 

• Political beliefs and behaviors 
-‐ Beliefs that citizens hold about their government & its leaders 
-‐ Processes by which citizens learn about politics 
-‐ The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion 
-‐ The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life 
-‐ Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political 

beliefs and behaviors 
• Political parties, interest groups, and mass media 

-‐ Political Parties and elections 
§ Functions 
§ Organization 
§ Development 
§ Effects on the political process 
§ Electoral laws and systems 

-‐ Interest groups, including political action committees (PACs) 
§ Range of interests represented 
§ The activities of interest groups 
§ The effects of interest groups on the political process 
§ The unique characteristics and roles of PACs in the political process 

-‐ The Mass Media 
§ The functions & structures of the media 
§ The impacts of media on politics 

• Institutions of national government 
-‐ the Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, and the Federal Courts 
-‐ The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power 
-‐ Relationships among these four institutions and the following: 

§ Public opinion and voters 
§ Interest groups 
§ Political parties 
§ The media 
§ Subnational governments (iron triangles) 

• Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 
-‐ The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation 
-‐ Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties 
-‐ The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of 

rights and liberties 
• Public Policy (domestic or foreign) 

-‐ Policymaking in a federal system 
-‐ The formation of policy agendas 
-‐ The role of institutions in the enactment of policy 
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-‐ The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and 
interpretation 

-‐ Linkages between policy processes and the following; 
§ Political institutions and federalism 
§ Political parties 
§ Interest groups 
§ Public opinion 
§ Elections 
§ Policy networks 

 
 
 
Guidelines for Evaluating Sources 
• Who is the author? 
• How recent is the source? 
• What is the author's purpose? When deciding which sources to use, you should take 
the purpose or point of view of the author into consideration. Is the author presenting a 
neutral, objective view of a topic? Who is funding the research or writing of this source? 
• Be especially careful when evaluating Internet sources! Never use Web sites where 
an author cannot be determined and make sure that all Internet articles contain at least 2 
outside sources within the article. 
 
NEWSPAPER 
Los Angeles Times www.latimes.com 
New York Times www.nytimes.com 
The Politico www.politico.com 
USA Today www.usatoday.com 
Wall Street Journal www.washingtonpost.com 
 
 
NEWS WEBSITES 
Associated Press www.ap.org 
PEW Research www.pewresearch.org 
Google News https://news.google.com/ 
Reuters www.reuters.com 
NPR www.npr.org 
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AP US Government and Politics 
Current Events Log for Summer Assignment 

 
Student Name:___________________________________________  

DATE Article Title & 
Author 

Source Topic Area 
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AP US Government & Politics 

Current Event Analysis 
 

Student Name: 
 
 

Date of the Article: 

Name of the Newspaper, Magazine, or Website: 
 
 
 
 

Title of the Article: 

Topic Area: 
 
 

 
Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Significance of Topic Area: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perspective: (What bias/opinions are expressed?  Is there another side to the story?) 
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AP US Government and Politics 

Current Events Log for Summer Assignment 
 

Student Name: EXAMPLE STUDENT  
 

DATE Article Title & 
Author 

Source Topic Area 

4/7/15 “Rand Paul 
Announces 
Presidential Run” 
By Jeremy Peters 
and Alan 
Rappeport 

 

NY Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/ 

08/us/politics/rand-paul- republican-
presidential- 
nomination.html?hp&action=click&pg 
type=Homepage&module=first- column-
region&region=top- news&WT.nav=top-
news&_r=0 

Political Parties and elections 
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AP US Government and Politics 

Current Events Analysis 
 

Student Name: 

Example Student 
 
 

Date of Article: 
4/7/2015 

Name of Newspaper, Magazine, Website: 
 
The New York Times 
 

Title of Article: 
 
 Rand Paul Announces Presidential Run 

Topic Area: 
 
Political Parties and Elections 
 
Summary: 
Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky announced his candidacy for the 2016 Presidential race. In his 
announcement speech, Rand Paul shared some of his core beliefs as well as his opinion of the Iran 
Nuclear Deal. Rand Paul is considered more Libertarian than the other Republican primary 
candidates. Rand Paul is the second candidate to enter the race, but several other Republicans are 
expected to follow in his path other the next 2 months. 

Rand Paul already has strong support from Tea Party Republicans. In addition, he has strong 
election headquarters in key primary states. Supporters admire Rand Paul for his “frankness” and 
his conviction to his personal beliefs over party politics. 

 
Significance of Topic Area: 
Candidates are beginning to enter the field for the Republican primaries. The primaries are the 
first step in the Presidential election process. During the Republican primaries each candidate will 
try to convince Republican that he is the not only the most qualified Republican but also the 
candidate most likely to be successful against presumptive Democratic nominee, Hillary Clinton. 

 
Perspective: What bias/opinions are expressed?  Is there another side to this story?) 
The article does not appear to have a strong bias or an expressed opinion. The authors present a 
factual representation of the event and include multiple sources. 

It would have been interested to have a response from a Democrat. The article did have a response 
from a Republican candidate, Ted Cruz. Also, the article should have featured a quote from a voter 
who does not support Rand Paul – either a Democrat or a Republican. The article only featured an 
interview with a Rand Paul supporter. 
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AP Government Summer Assignment 

Lyndhurst High School 
2017-2018 School Year 

After a review of the information covered in the required summer work, the tests 
mentioned below will be given those same weeks. 
Memorize the following lists: You will be tested on these lists at the end of the 
second week. (MAKE FLASH CARDS & BRING THEM TO CLASS THE FIRST 
DAY OF SCHOOL) - FLASH CARDS MUST BE COMPLETED ON 
INDEX CARDS!!!  DO NOT USE FLASHCARD APPS!!!!! 
 
Monster Vocabulary: Memorize each term on the list and be able to identify each 
on a matching test (Friday of week 2). 
(65 terms) x (2 points each) = 130 points 
 
Ratified Amendments: Be able to identify the core impact of each Amendment 
(the information in bold) for a matching test (Friday of week 3). 
(39 blanks) x (2 points each) = 78 points 
 
Supreme, Supreme Court Cases: Be able to complete a 40 question quiz about 
the Supreme Court case regarding the background and precedent set from the case 
(Friday Week 4). 
(40 questions) x (2 points each) = 80 points 
 
Important Legislation: Be able to match the important legislation with the 
background and details of the legislative acts (Friday Week 5). 
(21 legislative acts) x (2 points each) = 42 points 

 
	  
	  

	  
	  

Monster Vocabulary List 
Amicus curiae: An argument filed with a court by an individual or group who is not a 
party to a lawsuit 
Block grants: Federal money given to the states with few restrictions about how it should 
be spent 
Casework: When congressional staff help a constituent solve a problem 
Categorical grants: Money given by the federal government to the states to be used for a 
narrowly 
defined purpose 
Caucus: Face-to-face meetings of party members at the local or state level to determine 
their party’s candidate for office 
Closed primary: A vote by party members to determine their party’s candidate for 
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office, which is restricted to those who are registered to the party. 
Cooperative federalism: A system where the federal government and the states work 
together in funding and administering programs 
Critical elections: An election where new coalitions of voters have formed, beginning a 
new party era. 
Dealignment: When voters no longer identify with one of the two major parties and 
become independent voters 
Demographics: The statistical characteristics of a population 
Devolution: A process by which the national government gives more power and 
authority to the states 
Divided government: When the president is from one political party and one or both 
houses of Congress are controlled by the opposing political party 
Entitlements: Promises made by the government to an identifiable group of people who 
are guaranteed benefits 
Executive order: A presidential directive 
Expressed powers: Powers that are given to an institution of government directly in the 
Constitution, such as Congress’s power to tax 
Federalism: A system of government where power is shared between the national 
government and the states in which the states have some protected powers 
Filibuster: A procedure used in the Senate to talk a bill to death 
Fiscal federalism: The use of spending by the national government through the grant 
process to influence state policies 
Fiscal policy: Impacting the economy through taxing and spending in the budget 
Franking privilege: The free mail and electronic signature system used by members of 
Congress. 
Gender gap: The tendency of men to support candidates from the Republican party at 
greater rates than women 
General election: An election to select the person who will hold office. 
Gerrymandering: Drawing congressional district boundaries to benefit a group, usually 
a political party 
Grassroots lobbying: Ordinary citizens raising awareness for a cause and pushing the 
government to adopt a particular policy 
Horse race journalism: The tendency of the media to focus on which candidate is ahead 
in the polls rather than focusing on the issues 
 
Implied powers: Powers that are necessary to carry out an expressed power in the 
Constitution, like the power of Congress to establish a bank 
Incumbent: An officeholder who is running for reelection 
Independent expenditures: Money spent on ads that are not sponsored by a candidate or 
party 
Inherent powers: Powers that are naturally derived from the duties of a specific 
government position, such as Thomas Jefferson’s power as president to purchase the 
Louisiana Territory. 
Interest group: An organization that advocates for policies through lobbying, 
electioneering, grassroots mobilization and protesting 
Issue network (iron triangle): A relationship between interest groups, agencies, and 
congressional committees in a certain policy area 
Judicial activism: A philosophy that the Supreme Court should make bold new policy 
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Judicial review: The power of the Supreme Court to overturn a law or executive action 
as unconstitutional 
Lame duck period: The time during which a president who has lost an election or has 
ended a second term is still in office before the new president serves. 
Litigation: A lawsuit 
Lobbying: Efforts by an interest group or individual to contact a member of Congress 
and advocate for a particular policy 
Logrolling: When members of Congress trade votes for favors in order to get the bills 
they support passed. 
Mandatory spending: Expenditures that the federal government is obligated to make, 
like entitlements and interest on the national debt 
Midterm election: An election in which voters select members of Congress but not the 
president 
Monetary policy: Influencing the economy though federal interest rates, reserve rates, 
and the amount of money in circulation 
Motion for cloture: A vote by 60 senators to end a filibuster. 
Open Primary: An election to determine a party’s candidate for office in which that 
party’s members and unaffiliated voters may vote 
Original intent: Making judicial decisions by considering what the founding fathers 
meant in the Constitution 
Oversight: Congressional committee hearings held to determine how well an agency is 
doing its job 
PAC: An organization that is registered with the Federal Election Committee and donates 
money to a candidate or campaign 
Party polarization: When political parties move farther away from each other 
ideologically and also move away from the center 
Pluralism: A theory of government in which many groups compete for policy 
Pocket veto: When a president does not sign a bill within 10 days when Congress is not 
in session 
Policy Agenda: Problems that have the attention of the government and the public 
Political culture: The shared political values of a society 
Political efficacy: An individual’s belief that his or her political participation can make a 
difference. 
Political party: A group of individuals who organize to run candidates for office 
Political socialization: The process by which an individual develops his or her political 
beliefs 
Pork barrel spending: A provision in a bill that benefits a specific congressional 
constituency 
Realignment: The process through which voters leave one of the major party coalition 
and join the other major party’s coalition 
Reapportionment: the allocation of seats in the House of Representatives to each state 
after each census. 
Redistricting: Changing congressional district boundaries based on a new census 
Selective incorporation: The process by which the Bill of Rights has been applied to the 
states on a case-by-case basis through the Fourteenth Amendment 
Single-member districts: The electoral system used to select members of the House of 
Representatives 
Stare decisis: When a court follows precedent by letting a previous decision stand 
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Suffrage: The right to vote 
Super PAC: An organization, which need not disclose its members, that can spend a vast 
and unlimited amount of money on a political campaign 
Uncontrollable spending: Expenditures that the federal government cannot realistically 
reduce because they are required by law 
Unfunded mandate: A federal requirement that forces the states to spend their own 
money 
White House staff: The president’s personal assistants and advisors 
Writ of certiorari: A document issued by the Supreme Court if it has agreed to hear a 
case	  

 
 
 

Ratified Amendments	  
AMENDMENT	   DESCRIPTION	   PROPOSAL	  DATE	   ENCATMENT	  DATE	  
1st	   Protects the freedom of speech, freedom 

of religion, and freedom of the press, as 
well as the right to assemble and petition 
the government 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

2nd	   Protects an individual's right to bear 
arms 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

3rd	   Prohibits the forced quartering of 
soldiers during peacetime 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

4th	   Prohibits unreasonable searches and 
seizures and sets out requirements for 
search warrants based on probable 
cause 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

5th	   Sets out rules for indictment by grand 
jury and eminent domain, protects the 
right to due process, and prohibits self-
incrimination and double jeopardy 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

6th	   Protects the right to a fair and speedy 
public trial by jury, including the rights 
to be notified of the accusations, to 
confront the accuser, to obtain 
witnesses and to retain counsel 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

7th	   Provides for the right to trial by jury in 
certain civil cases, according to common 
law 

	  

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 
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8th	   Prohibits excessive fines and excessive 
bail, as well as cruel and unusual 
punishment 

 

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

9th	   Protects rights not enumerated in the 
constitution. 

 

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

10th	   Limits the powers of the federal 
government to those delegated to it by 
the Constitution 

 

September 25, 1789	   December 15, 1791 

	  

11th	   Immunity of states from suits from out-of-
state citizens and foreigners not living 
within the state borders. Lays the 
foundation for sovereign immunity 

 

March 4, 1794 

	  

Feb.	  7,	  1795	  

12th	   Revises presidential election procedures 

 

Dec.	  9,	  1803	   June	  15,	  1804	  

13th	   Abolishes slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except as punishment for a 
crime 

 

Jan.	  31,	  1865	   Dec.	  6,	  1865	  

14th	   Defines citizenship, contains the 
Privileges or Immunities Clause, the 
Due Process Clause, the Equal 
Protection Clause, and deals with post-
Civil War issues 

 

June	  13,	  1866	   July	  9,	  1868	  

15th	   Prohibits the denial of suffrage based on 
race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude 

 

Feb.	  26,	  1869	   Feb.	  3,	  1870	  

16th	   Allows the federal government to collect 
income tax 

 

July	  12,	  1909	   Feb.	  3,	  1913	  
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17th	   Establishes the direct election of United 
States Senators by popular vote 

 

May	  13,	  1912	   April	  8,	  1913	  

18th	   Establishes prohibition of alcohol 
(repealed by Twenty-first Amendment) 

 

Dec.	  18,	  1917	   Jan.	  16,	  1919	  

19th	   Establishes women’s suffrage June	  4,	  1919	   August	  18,	  1920	  

20th	   Fixes the dates of term commencements 
for Congress (Jan. 3rd) and the President 
(Jan. 20th); known as the “lame duck 
amendment” 

March	  2,	  1932	   January	  23,	  1933	  

21st	   Repeals the Eighteenth Amendment and 
prohibits violations of state laws regarding 
alcohol. 

February	  20,	  1933	   December	  5,	  1933	  

22nd	   Limits the president to two terms, or a 
maximum of 10 years (i.e., if a Vice 
President serves not more than one half of 
a President's term, he or she can be elected 
to a further two terms) 

 

March	  24,	  1947	   Feb.	  27,	  1951	  

23rd	   Provides for representation of 
Washington, D.C. in the Electoral 
College 

 

June	  16,	  1960	   March	  29,	  1961	  

24th	   Prohibits the revocation of voting rights 
due to the non-payment of poll taxes 

 

September	  14,	  1962	   Jan.	  23,	  1964	  

25th	   Codifies the Tyler Precedent; defines the 
process of presidential succession 

 

July	  6,	  1965	   Feb.	  10,	  1967	  

26th	   Establishes the right to vote for those age 
18 years or older 

 

March	  23,	  1971	   July	  1,	  1971	  

27th	   Prevents laws affecting Congressional 
salary from taking effect until the 
beginning of the next session of Congress 

Sept.	  25,	  1789	   May	  7,	  1992	  
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Supreme, Supreme Court Cases ��� 

Marbury v. Madison: Judicial review was established in this 1803 Supreme Court case. 

McCulloch v. Maryland: the 1819 Supreme Court case, which established the supremacy of the national 
government over the states, included both enumerated and implied powers of Congress. 

In Barron v. Baltimore (1833), the Supreme Court ruled that the Bill of Rights restrained only the national 
government and not states and cities. 

Reynolds v. United States (1879) a unanimous court, held that the state can punish criminal activity 
without regard to religious belief. The First Amendment protects religious belief, but it does not protect 
religious practices that are judged to be criminal such as bigamy. 

In Gitlow v. New York, the Court announced that freedoms of speech and press “were fundamental 
personal rights and liberties protected by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment from 
impairment by the states.” 

Gibbons v. Ogden, the 1824 Supreme Court case which further expanded Congress’ power to regulate 
interstate and international commerce by defining commerce very broadly to incorporate every form of 
commercial activity. 

The Supreme Court provided constitutional justification for segregation in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) when 
it held that segregation in public facilities was not unconstitutional as long as the facilities were 
substantially equal “separate but equal” 

In Schenck v. United States (1919), Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes declared that government can limit 
speech if it provokes a clear and present danger of “substantive evils.” 

The Court has generally struck down prior restraint of speech and press (censorship that prevents 
publication), although the writer or speaker could be punished for violating a law or someone’s rights after 
publication (Near v. Minnesota, 1931). 

In 1932, the Supreme Court ordered states to provide an attorney for indigent defendants accused of a 
capital crime (Powell v. Alabama), and in 1963, the Court extended the same right to everyone accused of 
a felony (Gideon v. Wainwright). 

Abington Township, Pennsylvania v. Schempp. In both cases, the Court observed that “the place of 
religion in our society is an exalted one, but in the relationship between man and religion, the State is 
firmly committed to a position of neutrality.” 

The Supreme Court upheld the internment as constitutional in Korematsu v. United States (1944), but 
Congress later provided benefits for the former internees (which still have not been distributed). 

In Brown v. Board of Education (1954), the Supreme Court held that school segregation was 
unconstitutional. 

In Mapp v. Ohio (1961), the Supreme Court incorporated the exclusionary rule within the rights that 
restrict the states as well as the federal government. 

Baker v. Carr (1962), the Supreme Court ruled that redistricting was a justiciable issue, meaning that 
courts have jurisdiction over redistricting. The court also ruled that “as nearly as practicable, one man’s 
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vote would be equal to another’s.” 

In 1962 and 1963, the Court ruled that voluntary recitations of prayers or Bible passages, when done as part 
of classroom exercises in public schools, violated the establishment clause (Engel v. Vitale) 

Libel (the publication of statements known to be false that tend to damage a person’s reputation) and 
slander (spoken defamation) are not protected by the First Amendment, but the Court has held that 
statements about public figures are libelous only if made with malice and reckless disregard for the truth 
(New York Times v. Sullivan, 1964) The right to criticize the government (which the Supreme Court 
termed “the central meaning of the First Amendment”) is not libel or slander. 

Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964) was a landmark United States Supreme Court case holding 
that the U.S. Congress could use the Constitution's Commerce Clause power to force private businesses to 
abide by the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The Supreme Court first referred to the idea that the Constitution guarantees a right to privacy in a 1965 
case involving a Connecticut law that forbade contraceptives (Griswold v. Connecticut). 

Miranda v. Arizona (1966) set guidelines for police questioning of suspects, whereby suspects must be 
informed of their constitutional rights. The more conservative Rehnquist Court made some exceptions to 
the Miranda rulings but the Court in Dickerson v. U.S. (2000) made clear its continued support for the 
Miranda ruling. 

Tinker v. Des Moines School District (1969) was a decision by the United States Supreme Court that 
defined the constitutional rights of students in U.S. public schools, especially students 1st Amendment 
rights. 

New York Times v. United States (Pentagon Papers Case) (1971) a landmark decision by the United 
States Supreme Court on the First Amendment. The ruling made it possible for the New York Times and 
Washington Post newspapers to publish the then-classified Pentagon Papers without risk of government 
censorship or punishment. 

In 1971, the Supreme Court declared that aid to church-related schools must have a secular legislative 
purpose, cannot be used to advance or inhibit religion, and should avoid excessive government 
“entanglement” with religion (Lemon v. Kurtzman). 

The Supreme Court has consistently maintained that people have an absolute right to believe what they 
want, but the courts have been more cautious about the right to practice a belief (but in Wisconsin v. 
Yoder, 1972, the Court did allow Amish parents to take their children out of school after the eighth grade). 

In Furman v. Georgia (1972), the Court first confronted the question of whether the death penalty is 
inherently cruel and unusual punishment. A divided Court overturned Georgia’s death penalty law because 
its imposition was “freakish” and “random” in the way it was arbitrarily applied (particularly with regard to 
factors such as race and income). 

Justice Harry Blackmun’s majority opinion in Roe v. Wade (1973) followed the practice of medical 
authorities in dividing pregnancy into three equal trimesters. The decision forbade any state control of 
abortions during the first trimester; permitted states to allow regulated abortions to protect the mother’s 
health in the second trimester; and allowed the states to ban abortion during the third trimester except when 
the mother’s life was in danger. 

Gregg v. Georgia (1976) found that the death penalty is “an extreme sanction, suitable to the most extreme 
of crimes. 

Buckley v. Valeo (1976) was a case in which the Supreme Court of the United States upheld a federal law 
which set limits on campaign contributions. The court also ruled candidates can give unlimited amounts of 
money to their own campaigns 
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In Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978), the Supreme Court rejected a plan at the 
University of California at Davis that set aside 16 out of a total of 100 places in the entering class for 
“disadvantaged groups.” The Court objected to the use of a quota of positions for particular groups, but the 
Court said that a university could use race or ethnic background as one component in the admissions 
procedure. 

Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1987) was a landmark decision by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which held that public school curricular student newspapers that have not been established as 
forums for student expression are subject to a lower level of First Amendment protection than independent 
student expression or newspapers established (by policy or practice) as forums for student expression. 

When Gregory Johnson set a flag on fire at the 1984 Republican National Convention in Dallas to protest 
nuclear arms buildup, the Supreme Court decided that the state law prohibiting flag desecration violated the 
First Amendment (Texas v. Johnson, 1989). 

In 1989, a clinic in St. Louis challenged the constitutionality of a Missouri law that forbade the use of state 
funds or state employees to perform abortions, but the Court upheld the law in Webster v. Reproductive 
Health Services (1989). 

Oregon v. Smith (1990) is a United States Supreme Court case that determined that the state could deny 
unemployment benefits to a person fired for violating a state prohibition on the use of peyote, even though 
the use of the drug was part of a religious ritual. Although states have the power to accommodate otherwise 
illegal acts done in pursuit of religious beliefs, they are not required to do so. 

In 1992, the Court changed its standard for evaluating restrictions on abortion from one of “strict 
scrutiny” of any restraints on a “fundamental right” to one of “undue burden” that permits considerably 
more regulation (Planned Parenthood v. Casey). 

United States v. Lopez (1995) In a 5–4 decision, the Supreme Court affirmed the decision of the Court of 
Appeals. It held that while Congress had broad lawmaking authority under the Commerce Clause, the 
power was limited, and did not extend so far from "commerce" as to authorize the regulation of the 
carrying of handguns, especially when there was no evidence that carrying them affected the economy on a 
massive scale. 

In 1996, Congress passed the Communications Decency Act, banning obscene material and criminalizing 
the transmission of indecent speech or images to anyone under 18 years of age. The new law made no 
exception for material that has serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific merit as outlined in Miller v. 
California. In 1997, the Supreme Court overturned this law as being overly broad and vague and a 
violation of free speech. 

In Gratz v. Bollinger (2003), the Court struck down the University of Michigan’s system of undergraduate 
admissions in which every applicant from an underrepresented racial or ethnic minority group was 
automatically awarded 20 points of the 100 needed to guarantee admission. 

Hamdi v. Rumsfeld (2004) case in which the Court reversed the dismissal of a habeas corpus petition 
brought on behalf of Yaser Esam Hamdi, a U.S. citizen being detained indefinitely as an "illegal enemy 
combatant." The Court recognized the power of the government to detain enemy combatants, but ruledthat 
detainees who are U.S. citizens must have the ability to challenge their enemy combatant status before an 
impartial judge. 

District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) was a landmark case in which the Supreme Court of the United 
States held that the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution protects an individual's right to 
possess a firearm for traditionally lawful purposes, such as self-defense within the home and within federal 
enclaves. 

Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010) a landmark United States Supreme Court case in 
which the Court held that the First Amendment prohibited the government from restricting independent 



	   18	  

political expenditures by corporations and unions. 

McDonald v. Chicago, (2010), was a landmark decision of the Supreme Court of the United States that 
determined whether the Second Amendment applies to the individual states. The Court held that the right of 
an individual to "keep and bear arms" protected by the Second Amendment is incorporated by the Due 
Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and applies to the states. The decision cleared up the 
uncertainty left in the wake of District of Columbia v. Heller as to the scope of gun rights in regard to the 
states. 

Important Legislation 

National Labor Relations Act (1935) (the Wagner Act), which guaranteed workers the right of collective 
bargaining—the right to have labor union representatives negotiate with management to determine working 
conditions—and set rules to protect unions and organizers. 

Pendleton Civil Service Act (1883), created the federal Civil Service, while abandoning the practice of 
patronage and the “spoils system”. Most federal agencies are covered by some sort of civil service system 
based on the idea of merit and the desire to create a nonpartisan government service. 

Social Security Act of 1935: Created both the Social Security program and a national assistance program 
for poor children. 

Taft-Hartley Act: anti-union legislation that allows states to pass “right to work” laws. Employees cannot 
be required to join a union even in unionized companies. 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 made racial discrimination illegal in hotels, motels, restaurants, and other 
places of public accommodation. The Act also forbade many forms of job discrimination, and Congress cut 
off federal aid to schools that remained segregated. 

Title IX of the Educational Amendment of 1972 forbade sex discrimination in federally subsidized 
education programs, including athletics. The Court has remained silent so far on the issue of “comparable 
worth” (which refers to the fact that traditional women’s jobs often pay much less than men’s jobs that 
demand comparable skill). 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 prohibited any government from using voting procedures that denied a person 
the vote on the basis of race or color. 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act (1967) forbids employment discrimination against anyone at 
least 40 years of age in the United States. The bill was signed into law in 1967 by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (1969) - environmental law that established a U.S. national 
policy promoting the enhancement of the environment and also established the President's Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ). As one of the most emulated statutes in the world, NEPA has been called 
the modern-day equivalent of an “environmental Magna Carta”. 

Clean Air Act of 1970 charges the Department of Transportation (DOT) with the responsibility of 
reducing automobile emissions. The smaller size of American cars, the use of unleaded gasoline, and the 
lower gas consumption of new cars are all due in large part to DOT regulations. 

Clean Water Act of 1972 was enacted in reaction to the tremendous pollution of northeastern rivers and 
the Great Lakes; since its passage, water quality has improved dramatically 

Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires the government to actively protect each of the hundreds of 
species listed as endangered, regardless of the economic effect on the surrounding towns or region 

War Powers Resolution (1973) requires presidents to consult with Congress, whenever possible, prior to 
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using military force, and it mandated the withdrawal of forces after 60 days unless Congress declared war 
or granted an extension. 

Congressional Budget Impoundment and Control Act (1974) is a United States federal law that governs 
the role of the Congress in the United States budget process. 

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974 with the goals of tightening reporting requirements for 
contributions and limiting overall expenditures. A bipartisan Federal Election Commission (FEC) was 
created to administer campaign finance laws and enforce compliance with their requirements. 

Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act (1985) better known as the Gramm-Rudman- 
Hollings Act. As amended in 1987, the act mandated maximum allowable deficit levels for each year until 
1993—at which point the budget was supposed to be in balance. If Congress failed to meet the deficit 
goals, automatic across-the board spending cuts (called sequestrations) were to be ordered by the president. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) requires employers and public facilities to provide “reasonable 
accommodations” and prohibits employment discrimination against the disabled. 

Motor Voter Act (1993) The act requires states to permit people to register to vote at the same time 
citizens apply for driver’s licenses.  The Motor Voter Act makes voter registration much easier by allowing 
eligible voters to simply check a box on their driver’s license application or renewal form. 

Communications Decency Act (1996) banning obscene material and criminalizing the transmission of 
indecent speech or images to anyone under 18 years of age. The new law made no exception for material 
that has serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific merit as outlined in Miller v. California. In 1997, the 
Supreme Court overturned this law as being overly broad and vague and a violation of free speech. 

Welfare Reform Act (1996) signing in 1996 until September 2002, the number of welfare recipients 
declined from 12.2 million to five million. Welfare reform coincided with major economic growth in the 
1990s. As the twenty-first century dawned, economic recession and then terrorism strained national and 
state budgets. 

Bi-Partisan Campaign Finance Reform Act (McCain–Feingold Act 2001) It limited contributions, with 
individual contributions restricted to $1,000; the McCain-Feingold Act raised this limit to $2,000 as of 
2004. PACs can give up to $5,000 per federal candidate per election. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	   20	  

	  
	  
	  

TASK	  5	  
AP	  U.S.	  GOVERNMENT	  SUMMER	  ASSIGNMENT	  

COMPLETION	  RECEIPT	  
Please	  return	  this	  signed	  receipt	  to	  Mr.	  Clifford	  by	  way	  of	  
the	  main	  school	  office	  by	  3:00	  PM	  on	  Friday,	  September	  9,	  

2017.	  
	  
This	  verifies	  that	  I	  have	  completed	  the	  Advanced	  Placement	  U.S.	  Government	  
summer	  assignment,	  and	  will	  complete	  the	  AP	  Government	  Curriculum	  as	  well	  
as	   take	   the	   AP	   Test	   in	   May	   2016.	   Also,	   you	   are	   aware	   that	   late	   Summer	  
Assignments	   will	   not	   be	   accepted	   and	   will	   negatively	   impact	   your	   2015-‐16	   first	  
marking	  period	  grade.	  
	  
	  
Print	  Student	  Name:	  _____________________________________________________________	  
	  
Student’s	  Signature:	  ____________________________________________________________	  
	  
Date:	  _______________________________________________________________	  
	  
	  
	  
You	  are	  going	  to	  need	  your	  parent’s/guardian’s	  support	  to	  be	  successful	   this	  
year.	   	   As	   a	   sign	   of	   that	   support,	   please	   acquire	   your	   parent’s/guardian’s	  
signature	  below	  to	  verify	  that	  to	  the	  best	  of	  your	  parent’s/guardian’s	  ability,	  
he/she	   knows	   that	   you	   have	   completed	   the	   Advanced	   Placement	   U.S.	  
Government	   summer	   assignment	   and	   will	   complete	   the	   AP	   Government	  
Curriculum	   as	   well	   as	   take	   the	   AP	   Test	   in	   May	   2016.	   Also,	   your	  
parents/guardians	  are	  aware	  that	  late	  Summer	  Assignments	  will	  not	  be	  accepted	  
and	   failure	   to	   turn	   in	   the	   assignment	   will	   negatively	   impact	   your	   2015-‐16	   first	  
marking	  period	  grade.	  
	  
	  
Parent’s	  Signature:	  ____________________________________________________________	  
	  
Date:	  _______________________________________________________________	  
 


